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mainland, in order to swim across and aid his sove-
reign. But it happened that his night raid alarmed
the swans which were kept by the town on this canal.
They raised a great noise, flapped their wings in
anger, and threatened to kill the poor fellow, who
was obliged to beat a hasty retreat, while his scheme,
thus discovered, was rendered futile. For four months
Maximilian was kept in confinement. No sooner was
he liberated and master of the empire than he took
his revenge. This audacity was punished severely,
and ended in a loss to Flanders of its opulence and a
great part of its industry. Above all, the town of
Bruges had to submit to hard treatment, and ceased
from that time forwards to be the most flourishing and
important market of Europe.

The wily Hanseatics had, meanwhile, acted like the
proverbial rats that abandon the sinking ship. Seeing
the course that things were taking, they sought to
establish themselves elsewhere, and Antwerp, long
jealous of Bruges, obtained the reversion of its rival's
trade: the fruits of which it enjoyed until the mur-
derous hordes of Philip II., in their turn, crushed
Antwerp as Maximilian had crushed Bruges.

No doubt, by means of the Flemish market, the
League also treated with France, but our knowledge
concerning this trade is very scanty. It seems certain
that they had no regular factory in that country,
though for a short time they held a depot at Bor-
deaux. Probably their trade with France was chiefly
indirect and by means of Flanders. The fact that
for so long the greater part of the French seaboard
was in the hands of the English may have had some-